
 

 

 
REPUBLIC OF ALBANIA 

THE ASSEMBLY 
 
 

DRAFT LAW  
 

No. ____/2020 
 

ON THE REGIONAL DEVELOPMENT AND COHESION 
 

In reliance of Article 78 and paragraph 1 of Article 83 of the Constitution, upon proposal of the 
Council of Ministers, the Assembly of the Republic of Albania 

 
 

DECIDED: 
 

 
CHAPTER I 

GENERAL PROVISION 
 
 

Article 1 
Scope of the Law 

The scope of this law is to determine the core principles, responsibilities, and the rules on the 
regional development and cohesion in the Republic of Albania. 
 
 

Article 2 
Purpose of the Law 

The purpose of this law is to: 
 

a) Determine the special instruments and institutional and financial framework on the 
regional development and cohesion in the Republic of Albania; 

b) Define the strategic and institutional framework on the design of long-term regional 
development policies in pursuance of national policies by promoting a balanced economic, 
social, and cultural regional development; 

c) Ensure that policymaking authorities coordinate their planning activities to promote 
harmonized and integrated planning of regions; 

d) Ensure harmonization of sectoral strategies in a common regional development policy by 
supporting it with the relevant budget. 

 
  



 

Article 3 
Definitions 

In the meaning of this law, the following terms shall mean:  

1. “Managing Authority”, the authority assigned by law to implement the Operational Programme 
on the Regional Development and Cohesion. 

2. “Programming document”, multiannual implementation documents supported with relevant 
budget, designed at the national level and adopted by the Council of Ministers.  

3. “Instruments”, the political instruments linked with the decision-making and financial 
instruments, which provide financial support to the former. 

4. “Cohesion”, the interaction and approximation of economic, social, cultural, and environmental 
level among and within various development regions as well as the elimination of disparities 
among them.  

5. “Regional development and cohesion”, the process that encourages less developed regions 
to improve their economic, social, cultural, and environmental state by making use of the 
potentials these regions have with regard to their physical and human capital.  

6. “National policy on regional development and cohesion”, (hereinafter Regional Policy), the 
document that defines the mandatory reference framework for all regional planning and 
development and cohesion documents and related funding instruments.  

7. “Development Region”, the territory between the national and local tiers, which is 
distinguished by a set of geographical, social-economic, historical, cultural, environmental, 
institutional, and political characteristics that singularize it physically as well.  

8. “Territory”, any place or geographic, social and economic space within the national borders of 
the Republic of Albania. 

9. “Beneficiary”, subjects that receive support and grants in the framework of measures and/or 
calls organized in compliance with the provisions of the operational programme. 

10.  “Intermediate body”, any public entity assigned to perform functions delegated by the 
Managing Authority linked with the implementation of the Operational Programme, approved 
in pursuance of this law.  

11. “Delegation Act”, the agreement entered into between the managing authority and an 
intermediate body in accordance with this law.  

12. “Integrated territorial intervention” (ITI), one of the instruments of the operational programme 
that aims at an approach, which facilitates the integration of various Operational Programme 
objectives in a certain territory with specific characteristics and dissimilar from the 
development region. 

 
 

Chapter II 
Regional Development and Cohesion  

 
Article 4 

Development Regions 

1. The territory of the Republic of Albania is divided in four development regions.  

2. The development regions are the territories for which the National Policy on Regional 
Development and Cohesion is designed, implemented, and evaluated. The development 



 

regions are not administrative units in the meaning of the applicable legislation on local self-
governance.  

3. The development regions are defined as territorial units that include several local self-
government units in consideration of: 

a) Their location and geographical position;  
b) The characteristics of their social-economic development;  
c) The size of their population; 
ç) The perspective of their economic development. 

4. The development regions are and their boundaries are determined in a Council of Ministers’ 
decision taking into consideration the elements set forth in paragraph 3 of this article.  

 

Article 5 
Main Goals of Regional Development  

The goals of the regional development, as stipulated in the provisions of this law, are: 
a. Balanced social and economic, and sustainable development as well as territorial 

cohesion in the Republic of Albania; 

b. Reduction of disparities among and within the development regions and improvement of 
quality of life for all citizens; 

c. Increasing the competitiveness of development regions by enhancing their innovative 
capacities, making maximal use of and evaluating their natural resources, human 
resources, and economic features; 

ç. Conservation and strengthening of the specific identify of the development region; 

d. Support to local self-government units on cross-local, cross-regional, and cross-border 
cooperation on social and economic development of development regions. 

 
Article 6 

Principles of Regional Development  
The Regional Development in the Republic of Albania is implemented in conformity with the 
following principles: 

a) The principle of partnership on Regional Policy. This principle implies the participation, joint 
decision-making and responsibility of public and non-public entities that work together to 
determine priorities of Regional Policies and that contribute to the implementation of the 
Policy, to achieving specific objectives, and to its monitoring and evaluation. 

b) The principle of subsidiarity. This principle implies the delegation of the processes of planning 
and implementation of Regional Policy to the lowest possible governance and/or 
administrative level that would at the same time ensure the highest efficiency for the 
respective process.  

c) The principle of sustainability. This principle implies the full commitment of the Regional Policy 
on achieving the Objectives of Sustainable Development of the Republic of Albania.  

ç) The principle of planning. The regional development must be planned by means of 
development planning documents as a precondition to prepare for interventions and to 
allocate funds for the regional development. 

d) The principle of programming. This principle implies that the sustainability of objectives and 
the financial planning of regional policy is ensured on the basis of a multiyear programming 
system and at all levels. 



 

dh) The principle of transparency. This principle implies that the processes of regional 
development planning and decision-making on the use of resources are public. The 
community is informed on the availability of resources and on the results achieved.  

e) The principle of concentration. This principle denotes that the allocation of funds and the use 
of other public financial resources in the territory will be done in compliance with the objectives 
and priorities determined in the regional policy aiming at the sustainable and balanced social 
and economic development as well as at territorial cohesion. 

ë) The principle of coordination. This principle implies the harmonization of Regional Policy with 
other public policies that affect the region as well as an active involvement of all participants, 
particularly of local authorities, in the processes of design and implementation of this policy in 
development activities. 

 
Article 7 

Responsible Subjects in the Regional Development  
1. In reliance of the principle of partnership and the responsibilities laid down in this law, the 

responsible subjects in the implementation of the Regional Development Policy are the 
following: 

a) Central government bodies 

b) Local self-governance bodies 

c) Civil society  

ç)  Private sector 

d) Higher education institutions and scientific research institutions  

2. The responsible subjects, specified in paragraph 1 of this Article, are involved in the processes 
of coordination, consultation, negotiation, and cooperation so that to solicit their endorsement 
regarding the strategic directions of development by ensuring transparency accountability, 
and involvement of stakeholders in achieving the Regional Policy objectives.  

 
 

Article 8 
The Regional Development and Cohesion Policy 

1. The Regional Development and Cohesion Policy defines the directions for a sustainable 
social-economic development in all parts of the territory of the Republic of Albania to improve 
the quality of life of the citizens of the Republic of Albania.  

2. The Regional Development and Cohesion Policy is developed by the National Committee of 
the Regional Development and Cohesion and is approved in a Council of Ministers’ Decision, 
upon a proposal of the Deputy Prime Minister. 

 

  



 

CHAPTER III 
PLANNING AND PROGRAMMING DOCUMENTS ON REGIONAL DEVELOPMENT 

 
Article 9 

Database of Regional Development  
1. The Managing Authority establishes a database with social-economic and territorial data at 

the national level to serve the implementation of the regional development and cohesion 
policy. This database includes, among others, the register of regional development that 
contains all measures and incentives on regional development, in conformity with this law and 
the sublegal acts pursuant to it. The database is developed, updated, and maintained in 
conformity with the applicable legislation. 

2. In order to establish and maintain the database, the Managing Authority is entitled to use other 
databases that are maintained by authorized state entities, institutions, public agencies, 
concessionaries, and other authorized authorities. The administrators of these databases, of 
maps and orthodigital photos, are obligated to make available, free of charge, any information 
that serves to the relevant authority to create the database. 

3. The conditions and the procedures of establishing the database, the responsible authorities 
to be involved in it and that will collaborate in the process of establishing the database and 
the categories of data to be incorporated are determined by a decision of the Council of 
Ministers. The database is established in conformity with the provisions laid down in this law 
and will be funded by the State Budget and/or other funding sources of various donors.  

4. The Regional Development Database provides free access to all stakeholders responsible for 
the regional development, to the public and private institutions and to the public at large.  

 
Article 10 

Regional Development Planning and Programming Documents 

1. The Regional Policy is implemented by means of the following planning and development 
documents, coordinated between the central government bodies and local self-government 
units: 

a) National Plan on Regional Development and Cohesion  

b) Regional Plans on Regional Development and Cohesion 

c) Operational programme of regional development and Cohesion  

 

Article 11 
The National Plan on Regional Development and Cohesion 

1. The National Plan on Regional Development and Cohesion is a national document that guides 
the implementation of the Regional Development Policy and related investments by defining 
the common objectives and principles at the national level. 

2. The National Plan on Regional Development and Cohesion defines the strategic directions on 
the implementation of the Regional Development and Cohesion Policy at the national and 
regional level as well as the development priorities linked with and affecting the 
accomplishment of the Regional Policy objectives.  

3. The National Plan on Regional Development and Cohesion is an instrument for planning the 
priority directions of the Regional Development, of implementation, monitoring and evaluation 
of the short-term and medium-term outputs/projects as well as funding in order to create 



 

social, economic, and territorial development zones, on the basis of the National Policy on 
Regional Development.  

4. The National Plan on Regional Development and Cohesion contains the vision, principles, 
strategic objectives, priorities, and directions of regional development, thematic areas and 
regional potentials, targeted spatial impact of this Policy, the implementation system for the 
regional development programmes, the financial mechanism and instruments, and its 
monitoring and evaluation system.  

5. The National Plan on Regional Development and Cohesion is designed in reliance of and in 
conformity with other national and local policy documents.  

6. The main documents that serve as the basis for the preparation of the National Plan on 
Regional Development and Cohesion are the following: 

a) The National Strategy for Development and Integration  

b) The General National Territorial Plan  

c) The General Local Territorial Plans  

ç) The Regional Plans of Regional Development  

7. The National Plan on Regional Development and Cohesion is developed to encompass an 
implementation period of 7 years by the National Committee of Regional Development as 
approved in a decision of the Council of Ministers upon the proposal of the Deputy Prime 
Minister. 

8. The procedures for drafting the National Plan on Regional Development and Cohesion are 
determined in a decision of the Council of Ministers. 

 

Article 12 

The Regional Plans on Regional Development 

1. The Regional Plans on Regional Development are regional strategic documents that aim to 
guide the directions of regional development of the development regions so as to guarantee 
regional development and cohesion in accordance with the vision enshrined in the National 
Plan on Regional Development and Cohesion.  

2. The Regional Plans on Regional Development are developed and implemented for each 
development region in conformity and coordination with the national and local planning 
documents.  

3. The Regional Plans on Regional Development contain at least: a detailed social-economic 
and territorial analysis of the region, a strategy and the priorities for the development of the 
region, and the potential interventions and measures required for the implementation of the 
strategy in the region. 

4. The Regional Plans on Regional Development are developed by the Regional Monitoring 
Boards for an implementation period of 7 (seven) years as approved in a decision of the 
Council of Ministers upon the proposal of the Deputy Prime Minister. 

5. The procedures for drafting the Regional Plans on Regional Development and Cohesion are 
determined in a decision of the Council of Ministers. 

 

Article 13 



 

The Operational programme of regional development and Cohesion  

1. The Operational programme of regional development and Cohesion is a document of the 
development programme at national level that provides specifications on the implementation 
of the Regional Policy.  

2. The Operational Programme is an instrument of planning and programming of priorities and 
directions of the regional development and includes the financial instruments and means of 
funding, implementation and monitoring, in order to ensure social, economic, and territorial 
development of the development regions, based on the National Plan on Regional 
Development and Cohesion. 

3. The Operational Programme is coordinated in compliance with other planning documents set 
forth in paragraph 6 of Article 11 of this law.  

4. The Operational Programme contains at least the following issues: 

a) The strategy and the objectives of investments; 
b) The description of priority directions;  
c) The description of examples and types of actions that can be supported as well as their 

contribution to the Program objectives, including, when appropriate, the identification of 
the main targeted groups, specific targeted territories, and the types of beneficiaries; 

ç) The indicators of outputs and outcomes by priority directions; 
d) The Cohesion with national policies (and community policies)  
dh) The Plan of Funding; 
e) The agreements on implementation:  

i) authorities and entities responsible for implementation 
ii) management systems, financial management, and control system  
iii) monitoring and evaluation system  

ë) The horizontal issues:  
i) sustainable development 
ii) equal opportunities and non-discrimination. 

5. The Operational programme of regional development and Cohesion may envision integrated 
territorial interventions, based on the specific needs of this territory, which is dissimilar from 
the development region. The geographic extent of the interventions is determined in 
accordance with the specific needs identified in the Operational Programme.  

6. The Operational Programme implementation and the achievement of objectives and 
indicators defined therein shall be reviewed on annual basis in pursuance of the provisions 
set forth in paragraph 3 of Article 23 of this Law. 

7. The Operational programme of regional development and Cohesion is designed for an 
implementation period of 7 (seven) years by the National Committee of Regional Development 
and Cohesion and is approved by a Council of Ministers’ decision, upon the proposal of the 
Deputy Prime Minister. 

8. The procedures for drafting the Operational programme of regional development and 
Cohesion are determined in a decision of the Council of Ministers. 

 
Article 14 

Compatibility of Planning and Programming Documents 

1. The Regional Policy is implemented in conformity with the following planning documents 
designed and coordinated between the central government bodies and local self-government 
units, as follows: 



 

(a) National Strategy for Development and Integration  

(b) General National Territorial Plan  

(c) National Policy on Regional Development  

(ç) National Plan on Regional Development and Cohesion 

(d) National Sectoral Strategies and National Sectoral Plans 

(dh) Regional Plans of Regional Development  

(e) General Local Territorial Plans. 

 

Article 15 
Funding the Regional Development  

1. The Regional Development Fund is the mechanism for funding the Operational Programme 
and is created mainly from the state budget contribution. The fund may include other financial 
resources framework the public and private sectors at the local, regional, national and 
international level, including various donor assistance programmes. 

2. The Regional Development Fund funds the regional development programmes and projects 
incorporated in the document of the Operational programme of regional development and 
Cohesion. The Fund includes the pool annually allocated from the state budget as a separate 
budgetary line item and the monies ensured from other sources for the implementation of the 
Regional Development and Cohesion Policy.  

3. The Fund is allocated for the implementation of the Operational Programme in conformity with 
the projections of the annual budget and medium-term budget programme and is managed 
by the Managing Authority with prior approval of the National Committee of Regional 
Development.  

4. The Regional Development Fund is used for the following goals and activities: 

a) Implementation of regional development projects deemed of a national, regional or local 
importance in the territory of the Republic of Albania; 

b) Improvement of the sectors of industry, level of technology, access to new technologies, 
promotion of research and development; 

c) Improvement of regional competition; 
ç) Development of towns and villages; 
d) Improvement of environmental protection; 
dh) Development of tourism and environmental protected zones; 
e) Development of undeveloped zones; 
ë) Development of companies that run economic activities and improvement of conditions to 

boost employment; 
f) Improvement and development of human resources; 
g) Improvement of national, regional, and local infrastructure; 
gj) Improvement of cross-local, cross-regional, transnational and cross-border cooperation 

on matters of mutual interest; 
h) Improvement of all development skills at regional and local level; 
i) Management and administration of the implementation of the Operational programme of 

regional development; 
j) Improvement of protection of cultural heritage; 
k) Social, cultural, and artistic development and development of creative industry 
l) Other goals in conformity with this law.  



 

5. Beneficiaries of these incentives include the following: 

a) Local self-government units  
b) Local and regional economic entities; 
c) National, regional and local institutions and organizations; 
ç) Higher education institutions and scientific research institutions; 
d) Associations; 
dh) Trade companies. 

6. Potential beneficiaries of these activities are determined by the Operational Programme on 
the basis of priority directions and measures foreseen in it. According to the case, the 
Operational Programme is notified to obtain an authorization from the State Aid Committee. 

7. The detailed conditions and procedures on the use of financial resources of the regional 
development fund are determined in a Council of Ministers’ decision.  

8. The use and execution of Regional Development Fund that finances the Operational 
Programme shall comply with the legislation that regulates the financial management and 
control. 

 
Article 16 

Co-Financing and Merge of Funds 

1. The Operational Programme, the measures and the projects may be co-funded by various 
financial resources, with contributions in monies or in-kind, by concentrating the funds and 
contributions. 

2. Cases of co-financing, the values and the detailed rules on co-financing of selected measures/ 
projects are defined in the Operational Programme.  

3. The concentrated funds under the Operational Programme may be executed by a single 
contracting authority by merging the funds or by several contracting authorities separately 
from one another, as stipulated in the co-financing and/or financing agreements.  

 
 

CHAPTER V  
INSTITUTIONAL ORGANIZATION  

 
Article 17 

The National Committee of Regional Development and Cohesion  

1. The National Committee of Regional Development and Cohesion is established by the Council 
of Ministers and is the body responsible for the development, design, and implementation of 
the Regional Development Policy as well as for the coordination of the implementation of 
measures on the regional development.  

2. The National Committee of Regional Development and Cohesion is the Programming and 
Monitoring Authority responsible for the approval, monitoring, and evaluation of the 
Operational Programme, as set forth in Article 23 of this Law. 

3. The National Committee of Regional Development and Cohesion exercises these powers:  

a) Draft and approve in advance the regional development and cohesion; 

b) Approve in advance the Operational Programme and its subsequent modifications; 

c) Adopt the methodology and criteria to be employed in the selection of development 



 

projects and specific projects of regional importance determined as priority development 
projects that will be funded in the context of the Operational Programme; 

ç) Approve annual and final implementation reports and evaluate the Operational 
Programme, as per the case; 

d) Assign duties to the Managing Authority, as needed; 

dh) Draft and approve in advance the National Plan on Regional Development and Cohesion;  

e) Approve in advance the regional development plans. 

4. The National Committee of Regional Development is an interinstitutional body, chaired by the 
Deputy Prime Minister. The composition, organization, activity, and the rules of procedure of 
the National Committee of Regional Development and Cohesion are determined in a decision 
of the Council of Ministers. 

5. The Albanian Development Fund provides technical support and plays the role of the 
Secretariat of the National Committee of Regional Development and Cohesion for the design 
of the documents set forth in paragraph 3 of this article as well as for all matters related with 
the regional development and cohesion. 

 
Article 18 

The Monitoring Boards of Regional Development  

1) The Monitoring Boards of Regional Development are the main bodies that promote the 
interests of Development Regions and act as a joint statutory body of the local self-
government units of the development region. The boards collaborate with the central 
government authorities and other stakeholders involved in the planning, programming, and 
implementation of the Regional Policy, in conformity with the principle of partnership. 

2) The principle of partnership is enforced in the determination of the composition of these 
boards, ensuring the involvement of local self-government units, private sector, scientific 
research institutions, civil society, and media.  

3) The Monitoring Boards of Regional Development are responsible for the design and 
endorsement of the Regional Development Plans prior to submitting them for approval, and 
collaborate for the preparation of the Operational programme of regional development. 

4) The Monitoring Boards of Regional Development are established upon a decision of the 
representative bodies of the local self-government. The composition, organization, activity, 
and the rules of procedure of the Monitoring Boards of Regional Development are determined 
in a decision of the Council of Ministers  

5) Through its relevant structures in the development regions, the Albanian Development Fund 
provides technical support for the design of the documents set forth in paragraph 3 of this 
article and plays the role of the Secretariat of the Monitoring Boards of Regional Development. 

 
Article 19 

The Managing Authority 

1) The Albanian Development Fund exercises the functions of the Managing Authority of the 
Operational Programme in conformity with the provisions of this law and the rules determined 
in the Operational Programme regarding the enforcement of measures or implementation of 
projects that aim at the promotion and the sustainable social-economic development and 
territorial cohesion. 



 

2) The Managing Authority is responsible for managing the operational programme in conformity 
with the principle of sustainable financial management and for achieving the objectives and 
its measurable indicators. 

3) The main functions of the Managing Authority are as follows: 

a) Support the work of the National Committee of Regional Development and Cohesion and 
provide information requested by this committee for the accomplishment of its duties, 
particularly the data related with the preparation and monitoring of the implementation of 
the Operational Programme in fulfilling its objectives, as well as the financial data and its 
indicators; 

b) Coordinate and contribute to the preparation of the regional development and cohesion 
policy, the National Plan on Regional Development and Cohesion, and regional plans of 
regional development; 

c) Coordinate the preparation of and manage the implementation of the Operational 
Programme, implement its relevant measures, and determine the specific criteria of 
eligibility in the calls for projects; 

ç) Prepare feasibility studies, and conduct analysis intended for the implementation of the 
operational programme of regional development; 

d) Coordinate the work of the regional development structures, prepare and enforce 
measures that provide help on capacity building, to manage funds and the cohesion policy 
of the European Union and other development partners, offer mentoring/consultation 
services, and help build capacities on project writing and management by the regional 
development structures and other development stakeholders;  

dh) Perform, according to case, the management and/or implementation of the joint regional, 
cross-regional, and cross-border projects (with more than one beneficiary), in the case of 
a cooperation and partnership memorandum entered into for this very purpose with 
development partner and funders and in conformity with the provisions of the applicable 
legislation; 

e) Create and update the national database on regional development, in pursuance of Article 
9 of this law.  

4) The Managing Authority may delegate some of its functions and duties to one or more 
Intermediate Bodies designated by means of a delegation act. The delegation of acts and 
duties shall also ensure the necessary funds for Intermediate Bodies to carry out the 
delegated functions. Any delegation of functions and duties shall comply with the legislation 
in force. The Managing Authority remains responsible for all delegated functions vis-à-vis the 
National Committee of Regional Development. 

5) In the case of delegation of some of its functions, as set forth in paragraph 4 of this article, the 
Managing Authority oversees the implementation of functions delegated to intermediate 
bodies. 

6) The operational costs for the management and implementation of the operational programme 
are determined in the Operational Programme constitute 7% of its total budget. These 
operational costs cover the costs of the intermediate bodies in case they are involved in the 
execution of assigned functions. 

7) The detailed rules on the organization and functioning of the Managing Authority, including its 
implementation and oversight functions, as well as the general rules on the management and 
control system of the operational programme of regional development are determined in a 



 

decision of the Council of Ministers. 

 

Article 20 
The Intermediate Bodies 

1) The Managing Authority of the operational programme of regional development may assign 
one or several structures of public legal personality to the service of the intermediate bodies 
for the performance of certain functions in the course of implementing the operational 
programme of regional development. 

2) The relationship between the Managing Authority and the Intermediate Bodies defined in 
accordance with paragraph 1 of this article is regulated in accordance with the legislation in 
force and formalized by means of a delegation act in conformity with the provisions laid down 
in Article 21 of this law.  

3) The detailed rules on the organization and functioning of the Intermediate Bodies, the criteria 
they are to meet, the manner of selection by the managing authority, and the relevant 
management and control system for the performance of delegated functions of the operational 
programme are approved in a decision of the Council of Ministers.  

 
Article 21 

The Delegation Act 

1) The conditions and the sample form of delegation act are approved by the National Committee 
of Regional Development and shall, in each and every case, include: 

a) A description of the delegated functions and duties; 
b) The structure of the organization required to perform the delegated functions and duties; 
c) The criteria to evaluate the adequacy of the system that will facilitate the performance of 

delegated functions, including the instruments for verifying the human resources and the 
necessary capacities for their performance; 

ç) The monitoring and evaluation procedures for the delegated functions and duties; 
d) The risk management and risk mitigation procedures in case the intermediate body to 

which functions have been delegated has failed to perform these delegated functions and 
duties, as provided for in this law and in the delegation act; 

dh) The measures to be instituted in order to prevent, identify, manage, and address the 
misdeed of a certain action of the intermediate body to which the functions have been 
delegated, and the measures to be enforced to ensure the recovery of funds spent 
unlawfully.  

2) The intermediate body signs a delegation act in pursuance of this law, only when it is certified 
the eligibility with the criteria of delegation, including the avoidance of conflict of interest, as 
provided for in the applicable legislation on prevention of conflict of interests. 

 
Article 22 

Beneficiaries of the Regional Development Fund Grants 

1) Beneficiaries of the regional development fund grants shall belong to the following categories: 

a) Local public authority 
b) Regional public authority 
c) National public authority 
ç) Public agencies (local, regional or national development agencies, environmental 



 

agencies, nature protection agency, energy agencies, employment agencies, 
agency/institution of art, culture and cultural heritage, etc.); 

d) (Public) infrastructure service provider (public transport, utilities (water supply, power 
supply, sewage treatment, gas, waste collection and processing, etc.), airport, port, 
railway, etc.); 

dh) Interest groups, including NGOs, international organizations, trade unions, foundations, 
volunteer associations, clubs, etc.; 

e) Higher education institutions and scientific research institutions, including university 
faculty, college, research institution, etc.; 

ë) Local educational institutions, responsible for the preuniversity education, centers 
responsible for education services, training centers, preuniversity education facilities, 
vocational education and training facilities; 

f) Trade companies; 
g) Business support organizations (chambers of commerce, chambers of commerce and 

craftsmanship, or innovation centers, business groups, etc.). 

2) In the context of the measures and/or calls conducted in conformity with the provisions of the 
operational programme, the beneficiaries of the regional development fund grants are 
responsible for the implementation of the program for which they have received the grant, in 
compliance with the provisions of the contract signed with the Managing Authority. 

3) Beneficiaries have the responsibility to guarantee the implementation of the project/operations 
and ensure that the expenditures have been made for project implementation purposes and 
match with the activities and project plan determined in the contract signed with the managing 
authority. 

4) In addition to other obligations laid down in the contract, the beneficiaries shall: 

a) Prepare financial reports, keep and make available the entire related documentation, to 
verify expenditures incurred for each reporting period, as defined for the project; 

b) Be held to account for any irregularity in the reported expenditures; 
c) Undertake information and communication activities in conformity with the respective 

requirements of the communication programme; 
ç) Ensure legacy and sustainability of the project’s main deliverables and results. 
 

5) The general criteria on eligibility of beneficiaries shall be determined in the Operational 
Programme of regional development, while specific selection criteria of beneficiaries are 
determined in the relevant calls for proposal. 

 
Article 23 

Monitoring and Evaluation 
1. In pursuance of the provisions laid down in Article 17 of this Law, the National Committee of 

Regional Development performs monitoring functions on the implementation of the regional 
policy and the operational programme of regional development. 

2. The National Committee of Regional Development and Cohesion approves rules and 
procedures on the monitoring and evaluation of the regional development policy and the 
operational programme of regional development.  

3. The National Committee of Regional Development and Cohesion reviews, on annual basis, 
the Operational Programme of regional development and the accomplishment of the 
objectives and goals defined on the basis of the annual and final implementation reports 
prepared by the Managing Authority.  



 

4. Based on the principles of concentration and partnership, and in accordance with the 
provisions of Article 18 of the Law, the Monitoring Boards of Regional Development monitor 
the implementation of the regional plans of regional development. 

5. The Regional Monitoring Boards exercise these monitoring functions: 

a) Supervise and monitor the implementation of the Regional Development Plan for the 
respective development region; 

b) Provide an opinion on the operational programme of the respective development region; 

c) Contribute to the monitoring of the operational programme for the respective development 
region; 

ç) Submit annual performance reports to the National Committee of Regional Development. 

 
CHAPTER VI 

TRANSITIONAL AND FINAL PROVISIONS 
 

Article 24 
Transitional Provisions 

1. The investment programs and projects being currently implemented in the Republic of Albania 
and funded as regional development subprograms are fully incorporated into the Operational 
Program in conformity with the provisions stipulated in the signed financial agreements 
therein. 

2. Relevant agencies that perform the implementation functions with regard to the regional 
development shall continue to carry out the functions assigned to them until the Committee 
and the boards are established and fully operational and the regional development planning 
and programming documents are adopted, as provided for in this Law.  

 

Article 25 
Sublegal Acts 

1. The Council of Ministers is charged with issuing sublegal acts pursuant to paragraph 4 of 
Article 4, paragraph 2 of Article 8, paragraph 8 of Article 11, paragraph 5 of Article 12, 
paragraph 8 of Article 13, paragraph 4 of Article 17, and paragraph 4 of Article 18, within 3 
(three) months from entry into force of this law. 

2. The Council of Ministers is charged with issuing sublegal acts pursuant to paragraphs 7 of 
Article 11, paragraphs 4 of Article 12, paragraph 7 of Article 19 and paragraph 3 of Article 20, 
within 6 (six) months from entry into force of this law. 

3. The Council of Ministers is charged with issuing sublegal acts pursuant to paragraph 3 of 
Article 9, paragraph 7 of Article 13, and paragraph 7 of Article 15, within 9 (nine) months from 
entry into force of this law 

 
 

Article 26 
Entry into Force 

This law enters into force 15 days after its publication in the Official Journal.  
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